REPORT 


OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON 

iitevuM  Xmtnrotif  ttirtfi 


RELATIVE  TO 


THE  EXTENSION 


OP  THE 


PENNSYLVANIA  CANAL, 


AND  THE 


ConattuctUiw  of  a SiaU  Moat* 


RE  AD  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  Feb.  4,  1828 


HARRISBURG: 

PRINTD  BY  S.  C.  STAMBAUGH 


1828, 


. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
In  2017  with  funding  from 

This  project  Is  made  possible  by  a grant  from  the  Institute  of  Museum  and  Library  Services  as  administered  by  the  Pennsylvania  Department  of  Education  through  the  Office  of  Commonwealth  Libraries 


\ 


I 

- 


https  ://arc  hive.org/details/reportof  oommltte00penn_1 


REPORT 

FTHE  COMMITTEE  ON  INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENT, 


T.  Lehman . from  the  committee  on  inland  navigation  and  inter- 
il  nprovement,  to  whom  were  referred  a part  ot  the  governor’s 
fcige,  also  the  reported  the  canal  commissioners  and  engineers, 
k, undry  petitions  relative  to  rail  roads  and  the  extension  of  the 
eisylvania  canal,  made 

REPORT 

"at  the  state  bv  various  legislative  enactments  has  recognized, 
e isdom  ot  completing  a system  of  internal  improvement  which 
il  nake  a fair  distribution  of  benefits  among  all  the  great  sec- 
tt  of  the  commonwealth  and  will  combine  practicability,  econo- 
fad state  importance 

1e  utility  of  canal  navigation  and  rail  roads,  in  promoting  in- 
*y  and  the  free  exchange  of  the  products  of  labor  and  the  mind, 
dv  universally  acknowledged.  Next  to  the  establishment  of 
ids,  adapted  todevelope  mental  riches  and  to  give  permanence 
<r  free  institutions,  there  is  nothing  more  interesting  than  the 
tbtion  of  the  means  of  interior  communication.  It  will  con- 
H.te  the  varied  population  of  Pennsylvania  into  one  great  mass, 
1'ncedby  the  same  interests  and  pointing  its  active  energies  tv 
e .me  objects.  It  will  call  forth  all  the  resources  of  the  com 
fe-e&lth,  and  by  furnishing  a fund  tor  education  will  ultimately 
Jt  d all  its  moral  powers. 

ie  committee  will  proceed  to  communicate  the  result  of  their 
xus  enquiries  into  the  b^st  means  of  completing  the  works 
Ktenced  under  the  auspices  of  the  government,  the  importance 
Advantages  of  which  are  now  so  well  understood  by  the  people, 
«bo  petition  has  been  presented  and  no  voice  heard  in  oppo- 

k. 

/‘AH  is  submitted  which  proposes  to  extend  the  canal  from, 
'down  to  Frankstown,  on  the  Juniata;  from  Northumberland 
fid  Eagle,  on  the  V’est  ? ranch  of  the  Susquehanna  and  from 
'Miumberland  to  the  New  \ > k state  line  on  the  North  Branch; 
'i  Blairsville  to  Johnstown  on  the  Conemaugh;  from  the  point 
■e;  the  existing  contract  terminates  on  the  Delaware  to  Easton 
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and  from  Pittsburg  by  the  Eeavcr  route  to  the  town  of  Erie,  (| 
lake.  It  is  also  proposed  that  not  less  than  twenty-five  nor? 
than  forty -five  miles  of  each  section  shall  be  put  under  contra' 
ring  the  ensuing  season,  The  bill  provides  for  the  location  ol 
way  from  Philadelphia  through  the  city  of  Lancaster  to  Coin i 
thirty  miles  of  which  aie  to  be  put  under  contract  within  thep? 
year.  This  will  accommodate  a district  of  country  which  tr || 
prolific  soil  and  rich  cultivation  is  regarded  as  the  garden  q 
country.  It  is  ascertained  by'  the  satisfactory  report  of  |j 
Wilson,  to  which  the  committee  beg  leave  to  refer,  that  ill 
road  is  practicable  at  a moderate  expense  and  it  is  believed 
heiealter  be  judiciously  extended  from  Columbia  to  York  anil 
a wise  and  equal  policy  will  require  its  further  extension  < 
west  for  the  purpose  of  accommodating  the  populous  and  He] 
ing  counties  on  the  Southern  boundary  and  connecting  tlieijl 
our  ow  n commercial  metropolis.  The  location  of  a rail  way  I 
the  Allegheny  on  the  Juniata  route,  and  a contract  for  the  nec 
materials  is  also  one  of  the  objects  of  the  bill  The  qr 
whether  the  improvement  in  contemplation  between  the  S' 
and  Columbia  or  the  mouth, of  the  Conestoga,  shall  be  by'  ci 
railway  is  referred  to  the  decision  of  the  next  legislature, 
further  provided  that  scientific  examinations  shall  be  made 
view  of  improving  the  Monong aiiela  and  of  connecting  the 
town  branch  of  the  Juniata  with  the  Conemaugh. 

In  relation  to  the  probable  cost  of  extending  the  system  ol 
nal  improvement,  the  committee  have  great  satisfaction  in  s 
that  the  experience  of  last  year,  furnishes  the  aid  of  facts 
robaration  of  former  estimates.  It  is  indeed  true,  that  fr 
durable  principles  on  which  the  sections  provided  for  in  the 
eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-six  are  constructed,  from  bi 
high  and  broad  walls  on  account  of  the  size  and  force 
streams,  from  the  policy  of  incurring  a heavy  expense  for  tl 
pose  of  creating  wpter  power,  from  the  necessity  of  erect 
additional  aqueduct  to  accommodate  the  western  emporigr 
from  the  construction  of  large  basins  to  facilitate  trans-shi 
and  trade  f,lrom  these  ami  other  causes,  the  cost  of  the  sectio 
commenced  will  exceed  the  sum  originally  in  contemplatioi 

The  commissioners,  however,  have  since  the  passage  of  t 
of  last  year,  put  about  one  hundred  and  sixty  miles  under  co 
and  from  the  pricts  at  winch  the  work  has  been  in  part  corny 
and  at  which  the  remainder  has  been  contracted  for,  the  es 
lor  the  whole  is  less  than  eleven  thousand  dollars  per  inde. 
includes  larger  and  more  expensive  dams  and  aqueducts  th; 
be  necessary  in  the  further  progress  of  the  work.  As  n 
some  part  of  the  work  not  yet  under  contract,  the  commit 
lieve  that  they  may  be  executed  lor  less  than  the  estimates, 
are  predicated  upon  higher  prices  both  for  labor  and  materia 
those  at  which  they  can  now  he  procured 

The  confidence  the  committee  have  that  the  cost  of  the 
hereafter  to  be  executed  will  not  exceed  the  estimates  of  t 1 
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i-s,  19  confirmed  by  the  experience  of  our  sister  states.  The 
itive  of  New  York,  in  a recent  communication  of  the  legisla- 
i says  “the  Erie  and  Champlain  canals  have  cost  between  20 
i, 0 thousand  dollars  a mile,  and  this  enormous  expenditure  will 
occur  again.  All  the  mysteries  of  such  operations  are  de- 
pd  and  all  the  difficulties  diminished,  and  it  may  be  confident- 
tnounced  that  the  maximum  expense  of  any  given  canal  will 
^ceed  ten  thousand  dollars  a mile,  unless  it  passes  over  high 
itains,  by  locks,  inclined  planes  or  deep  cuttings,  or  under 
r by  extensive  tunnels.”  The  report  of  the  canal  com- 
biners of  Ohio  to  the  legislature  now  in  session,  says  “the 
icost  of  that  part  of  the  Ohio  canal  which  has  been  put  under 
Let,  will  fall  considerably  short  of  the  sum  at  which  its  cost 
jiriginally  estimated.” 

the  bill  nowr  submitted  it  is  proposed  to  appropriate  the  sum 
i millions  of  dollars. 

e committee  are  aware  that  among  our  most  prudent  citizens 
are  some  who  regard  with  apprehension  the  temporary  increase 
, public  debt  which  will  be  incident  to  the  vigorous  prosecution 
ernal  improvement.  A public  debt  is  indeed  a mortgage  upon 
tatesof  the  people  and  when  incurred  in  support  of  ambitious 
or  wasteful  luxury,  is  justly  deprecated.  The  aggregate 
h of  the  community  is  believed  to  be  not  less  than  eight  hun- 
' millions  of  dollars.  It  may  be  asked  whether  a temporary 
nbrance  for  the  completion  of  the  noblest  of  works,  ought  to 
le  the  march  of  the  spirit  of  improvement?  The  sugges- 
of  schemes  of  finance  are  not  within  the  sphere  of  this 
kittee,  but  it  may  be  remarked  that  the  bank  stock  and 
i property  in  the  possession  of  he  government,  together  with 
art  of  the  debt  due  from  individuals  which  will  soon  be  paid, 
xceeds  the  whole  of  the  present  debt.  The  permanent 
es  of  revenue  will  also  constantly  increase  by  the  trade  which 
iprovements  will  nourish  and  sustain.  The  money  paid  by 
bneers  in  Philadelphia,  during  the  last  year,  would  of  itself, 
equate  to  the  payment  of  the  market  rate  of  interest  on  more 
S3,  500,00.  The  vast  amount  of  shares  which  the  state  holds 
Irnpike,  bridge,  and  canal  companies  will  be  rendered  pro- 
eve  by  the  increase  of  population,  commerce  and  wealth.  It 
id  that  the  internal  navigations  of  England  are  three  thousand 
• in  length  and  that  two  thousand  miles  of  rail  road  are  com- 
il or  in  progress  towards  completion.  Notwithstanding  these 
t ies  for  heavy  transportation  upon  a territory  not  much  greater 
uPennsylvania  the  turnpike  roads,  which  are  eighteen  thousand 
l‘  in  length,  are  enlivened  by  travellers  and  light  carriages, 
(rolls  which  are  collected  are  represented  to  be  nearly  a mil- 
pf  pounds  sterling.  From  these  facts,  the  committee  confi- 
By  predict  that  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  under  the  in- 
b:e  of  the  canal  system  the  turnpikes  and  bridges  of  Pennsyl- 
& will  become  a productive  state  capital. 

I looking  for  relief  from  taxation  and  ultimately  of  furnishing 
.iiiple  fund  for  education  and  for  the  extinction  of  the  public 
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debt,  the  committee  mainly  rely  upon  the  productiveness  < 
canals  and  rail  roads. 

In  forming  estimates  of  the  revenue  which  will  accrue  frr 
tore  canal  tolls,  our  own  experience  and  that  of  New  York 
be  safe  guides.  The  Schuylkill  mines  are  not  yet  in  full  oper 
Jior  lias  the  Union  or  the  state  canal  as  yet  been  tributary  i 
commerce  of  the  Schuylkill  navigation.  The  tolls  and  water  j 
ot  1827,  were,  however,  864,000.  Such  is  public  confidence 
work  as  a profitable  concern,  that  the  subscription  of  850, (| 
the  state  to  the  stock  may  now  he  sold  above  par  at  the  exc 
in  Philadelphia.  The  tolls  of  the  New  York  canals  for  1827 
8859,000  and  were  supplied  chiefly  by  the  tralic  of  the  co 
cn  the  borders  of  the  canals.  The  Governor  of  New  York, 
message  ot  last  year,  says  “It  is  presumed  to  be  a general 
of  easy  application  and  execution,  that  the  cost  of  the  repair 
superintendence  of  a canal  ought  not  to  exceed  one  tenth 
gross  income.  If  we  deduct  one  tenth  or  885,900  fror 
gross  income  of  1827  it  will  leave  87  73,  K'O  as  the  profits, 
sum  at  the  market  rate,  would  pay  the  interest  on  about  seve 
millions  of  dollars.  Ihe  New  York  canals  are  in  length  four 
tired  and  twenty-seven  miles,  and  in  their  whole  course  meet 
no  coal  and  little  iron.  The  Pennsylvania  improvements  vv 
ot  much  greater  extent  and  will  pass  through  a country  rich 
coal  and  iron  and  salt  and  lime  and  prolific  in  every  thing  r 
sary  for  clothing  or  food  or  habitation.  They  will  reach  the 
tern  waters,  possessing  20,000  miles  of  boat  navigation  arid 
wdl  proceed  to  intersect  the  Ohio  (anal,  the  pracficabili 
which  was  ascertained  during  the  last  summer  by  scientifi 
animations.  Profiting  by  the  sagacity  of  the  statesmen  wh( 
chased  the  triangle  m the  lake,  they  will  extend  to  Erie, 
having  an  advantage  over  New  \ ork  in  climate,  they  will 
tend  tor  the  future  commerce  of  the  great  inland  seas. 

In  the  contemplation  of  all  the  facts  relative  to  the  ioi 
which  will  pass  upon  the  Pennsylvania  improvements,  the  oh 
deductions  of  reason  are,  that  the  tolls  which  will  be  gathered 
the  Pennsylvania  canals  and  rail  road,  may  before”  the  lupi 
many  years  extinguish  the  public  debt,  and  instead  of  a bui 
tbe  improvements  will  prove  a rich  legacy  to  future  generatioi 

The  committee  cannot  avoid  adverting  specially  to  the  res< 
Pennsylvania  has  in  coal,  the  most  valuable  of  all  articles  as 
nage  for  canals  or  rail  ways.  The  engineers  of  the  Lehigh 
and  navigation  company,  have  made  a calculation  to  sh^w  ‘ 
the  coal  trade,  when  the  population  within  ten  miles  of  tide 
supplied,  will  pay  to  Pennsvlvania  four  millions  of  dollars  an 
ly,  in  the  shape  ol  tolls  on  the  improvements,  in  addition  til 
profits  of  the  coal  dealers  and  the  support  of  an  immense  m 
ami  transport  ng  population  with  their  mechanics  and  families.’ 
this  estimate  is  exaggerated,  it  is  at  least  countenanced  by  the 
propei  ties  ol  the  Pennsylvania  coal,  and  the  varied  uses  to  tvhi 


7 


pe  applied.  In  industry  and  the  arts,  in  wealth  and  popula- 
iour  country  cannot  long  be  in  the  arrear  of  any  nation.  It  is 
lliereare  annually  brought  into  use  in  Great  Britain,  twenty 
Ins  ot  tons  of  coal,  and  the  consumption  of  London  alone,  ex- 
it a million  of  tons.  The  West  Indies,  aud  perhaps  France, 
lereafter  consume  Pennsylvania  coal.  The  market  of  the 
i d States  is  open  from  Maine  to  New  Orleans,  and  at  this  time 
nylvania  coal  is  carried  by  inland  navigation  more  than  one 
ued  miles  to  Philadelphia,  and  thence  carried  by  sea  to  Rich- 
n and  on  account  of  its  superior  quality  is  consumed  there 
hi  a few  miles  of  the  Virginia  coal  mines, 
conclusion,  the  committee  will  remark,  that  the  bill  they  have 
oil,  is  grounded  on  the  principle  contained  in  all  the  bills  re- 
cto a general  system  of  improvement  which  for  many  years  in 
»sion,  were  argued  in  the  legislature.  This  principle  was 
d adopted  in  tne  law  of  March  27th,  18-24,  when  a new  era 
Minced  in  Pennsylvania.  The  law  alluded  to,  as  well  as  the 
4ications  of  it  made  by  succeeding  legislatures,  and  under 
ethe  present  commissioners  are  acting,  directed  surveys  and 
ittiations  of  all  the  great  lines  of  communication  which  were 
teemed  practicable,  and  adapted  to  unfold  the  riches  ofthein- 
Biaud  afford  an  easy  and  cheap  communication  with  the  west. 
^ also  a primary  object  of  the  legislature,  to  make  our  own 
ftt  the  general  emporium  of  trade  and  commerce.  This  sys- 

!r  ter  mature  reflection  has  been  commenced  by  the  board  of 
ommissioners  and  is  sustained  by  the  voice  of  the  people, 
ppily  adapted  to  prevent  any  obstructions  from  the  rivalry  of 
ling  interests,  and  is  in  accordance  with  the  general  infer- 
tile commonwealth.  It  is  demanded  alike  by  justice  and 
;ncy  and  is  consonant  to  the  genius  of  republican  government, 
■ ooking  to  equality  of  taxation,  regards  with  an  equal  eye  the 
■i,  wishes  and  interest  of  the  whole  community. 


